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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicant(s) duty of disclosure, the information listed in the 
attached form PTO/SB/08a is brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

Copies of the U.S. patent documents are not provided in accordance with 
the waiver of that requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1 .98. 

A copy of the foreign reference is enclosed. 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. SI .8(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail, postpaid in an envelope, addressed to the: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on April 11.2007 . 

Dated: April 11, 2007 jf)&m 4 L, /{ " ^UM e.O 

Dana A. Brussel — -— 
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The citation of the listed items is not a representation that they constitute 
a complete or exhaustive listing of the relevant art or that the references are prior art. 
The items listed are submitted in good faith, but are not intended to substitute for the 
Examiner's search. It is hoped, however, that in addition to apprising the Examiner of 
these particular items, they will assist in identifying fields of search and in making as full 
and complete a search as possible. 

The listed items were all cited in a European Search Report mailed 
February 21 , 2007 by the European Patent Office in corresponding European Patent 
Application No. EP03 770 656.1 , which discloses subject matter related to the subject 
application. A copy of the Search Report is enclosed. Also cited in the Search Report 
were U.S. Patent Nos. 5,002,557, 5,707,382, 5,772,680; 5,893,866 and 6,351,543, 
each of which is already of record in this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 
of the date of the Search Report. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission 
that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 



The claims of the application as now presented are believed to patentably 



distinguish over the prior art and to be in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
consideration of the case is respectfully requested. 



CARTER, DELUCA, FARRELL & SCHMIDT LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road, Suite 225 
Melville, New York 11747 
Tel (631) 501-5700 
Fax (631) 501-3526 

Correspondence address: 

Chief Patent Counsel 
United States Surgical, 
a Division of Tyco Healthcare Group, LP 
195 McDermott Road 
North Haven, CT 06473 



Respectfully submitted, 




Dana A. Brussel 
Reg. No. 45,717 
Attorney for Applicants 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO 
Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate 
symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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